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Application/Control Number: 10/764,478 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3653 

DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent 
basis for tine claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). 
Correction of the following is required: the specification fails to provide proper 
antecedent basis for (1) the claimed "a plate suction section" in claim 1; (2) the claimed 
"a linear motion drive mechanism" in claim 1; (3) the claimed "a rotation drive 
mechanism" in claim 1; (4) the claimed "a linear motion drive mechanism control 
section" in claim 1; (5) the claimed "a rotation drive mechanism control section" in claim 
1 ; (6) the claimed "a supplying section" in claim 1 ; and (7) the claimed "a roller section" 
in claim 11. For example, it is unclear if the claimed "a linear motion drive mechanism" 
in claim 1 of the instant application refers to the linear motion drive motor (45) by itself, 
or the linear motion drive motor (45), as well as other elements. Claim 16 of the instant 
application further confuses the issue as to what is considered to be the claimed "a 
linear motion drive mechanism". As another example, it is unclear what element(s), 
e.g., in Fig. 7 of the instant application, comprise the claimed "a rotation drive 
mechanism control section" in claim 1. Is element (11) considered to be the claimed, "a 
rotation drive mechanism control section"? Is element 83 considered to be the claimed 
"a linear motion drive mechanism control section"? Further clarification in the 
specification is needed to understand what element(s) in the specification comprise 
each of the above-noted claimed elements. 
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Claim Objections 

2. Claims 4 and 6 are objected to because of the following informalities: (1) 
"the rotation mechanism" in line 2 of claim 4 should be the rotation drive mechanism - 
; and (2) "the rotation drive control mechanism control section" in line 7 of claim 6 
should be - the rotation drive mechanism control section Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 14 recites, "the plates are stored in the cassette such that their image 
recording layers face downwards" (emphasis added). After this, claim 14 states, "the 
plate suction section sucks a support layer of the plate stored in the cassette", 
(emphasis added). It is unclear which one of the plates is sucked by the plate suction 
section. Perhaps this claim could be corrected by changing "the plate" to "one of the 
plates". Whatever change is made to claim 14 should also be made to claims 15-16, 
which depend from claim 14. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-3, 5 and 7-13 would be allowable if the objections to the 
specification are address. Claims 4 and 6 would be allowable if the objections to the 
specification are addressed, and the objections to claims 4 and 6 are addressed. 
Claims 14-16 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. With regard to claims 14-16, 
the objections to the specification also need to be addressed. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Morrison whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7221. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, Sam - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Mackey can be reached on (571) 272-6916. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.. 

03/14/2007 

PATRICK MACKEY 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 




